
 

 

The theme answers (longest across entries) in last week's puzzle were common phrases/idioms 
that each had a word missing. Those missing words were: HORSE, HEART, APPLE, and 
WRENCH, which are all pieces that are removed from the body during the game Operation, 
which was our meta answer. The title of the puzzle, "Verbectomy" was supposed to get you 
thinking about the medical aspect of the game, but many folks had questions about it, since the 
mechanism had nothing to do with verbs. However, "verb" used as a prefix simply refers to all 
words (e.g. "verbiage"), so the title just meant "the surgical removal of words", which I 
thought was a good descriptor of what was happening.  


